PageWrapper Tutorial & Reference

US Medical Service Site





    AFMSA/SGSIC

Section I: The New Look and Feel

A. The common elements 

    The new look and feel of the USAF Medical Service site has two major common elements each page should contain.

    First, near the top of the page is the dark blue navigation bar.  Its links take you to top level Medical Service pages.  For instance, HELP takes you to the top-level help pages, not any specific organization’s help pages. This is the minimum header.
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    Second, the red security and contact information bar is located near the bottom of the page.  Since many pages are long, we placed another navigation bar atop it.  The footer also has a ‘Last Modified’ date which is updated automatically.
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    To enhance this basic format, any page can be given a full header instead of the minimum.  The majority of pages at the top level of the Medical Service site use the full header.  It contains the USAF Medical Service Emblem on the right, title information with a background graphic in the center, and another graphic on the right. It also has the standard navigation bar.  The center background graphic and right-hand graphic can be exchanged for other graphics.  For example, SGOT uses a wolf center graphic and their shield instead of the flag.  
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B. Putting the elements on every page.

    In order to keep these elements the same across the entire Medical Service site we developed a system where users can work on their pages the way they normally would and the header and footer would be added automatically.  In order to do this, we use a file with a .cfm extension to call all the elements (header, source, and footer) together and send them as one page to the browser.  It acts more like a program that produces a composite document rather than a static htm file.  For example, if a user makes a page called classes.htm we create classes.cfm.  When called by a browser, classes.cfm takes the header and footer, ‘wraps’ them around the source file and returns the whole thing to the browser. (Notice the name of the cfm file the same as the source file.)  All the user has to do is change his hyperlinks to request the cfm file rather than the htm file.


C. Header and Footer Parameters

    If you examine the Medical Service site, you will note that all the headers and footers aren’t the same.  The navigation bar will have different words highlighted depending on what page you are on.  The contact information at the bottom of the page changes from organization to organization.  The center graphic and right hand graphic change also.  All of these variations are controlled by code within the cfm file.  It is possible to edit this information by hand, but it is much easier to use the Medical Service Site PageWrapper.

D. PageWrapper application description

    This application allows a user to navigate the directory where his source files are kept and wrap his files with the standard look and feel of the USAF Medical Service site.  It also allows the user to specify the parameters mentioned in section above.

E. PageWrapper requirements/preferences

· A computer with Internet access. (preferably a Pentium)

· A Java enabled browser – most browsers are.  (preferably a 4.0 browser or better)

· You must request access to the PageWrappers group. You can do this by contacting the AFMSA/SGSIC Service Center at servicecenter@usafsg.brooks.af.mil DSN 240-4070  Phone (210) 536-4070.

· An account on the sg-www.satx.disa.mil server.

· Web pages you want to wrap in the new look and feel.

Section II: The PageWrapper Tutorial & Quick Reference

F. Using the Tutorial and Accessing PageWrapper

    The next several sections of this documentation can be used as a tutorial as well as quick reference guide.  You may quickly go through it by following the areas marked with the word ‘Tutorial: ’ or you may read step by step for more thorough instruction.  To access PageWrapper from the USAF Medical Service Site, select Business Tools from the home page and then select Applications.  Choose PageWrapper from the list of applications. Alternately, you may just type the URL

http://sg-www.satx.disa.mil/pagewrapper/pagewrapper.cfm into your browser.  Before PageWrapper loads, you will be prompted for a user name and password.  If you have been added to the PageWrappers group, these will be the same name and pass as you use to publish with Netscape.  Contact the SGSIC service center (email and phone at the end of this document) to be added to the this group.

G. Bringing up PageWrapper

Tutorial:  Use either of the above methods to access PageWrapper.  Wait for the entire page to load then scroll down the page.  Examine the different areas of the page.

    You can see that it is divided into three sections - Navigation, Files, and Contact Information.  You will use the NAVIGATION section to locate the files you wish to wrap, the FILES section to change the parameters of the wrap and then wrap them.  Finally, in the CONTACT INFORMATION section, you will define what type of contact information you want to display for the directory you are in.

H. Navigating to your directory

    The topmost section of PageWrapper is the Navigation area.  From here you change directories.  The Directory Window is the large window on the left, and the ‘Go directly to’ drop down menu is below that.  The first line in the Directory Window shows the present (absolute) path the files PageWrapper is currently working with.
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    When you enter your user name during the logon process, PageWrapper identifies you and places you into your account’s directory.  If you have access to more than one account, you can move between them by the Go directly to: drop down menu and pressing the [Change Account] button.  You may move down a subdirectory shown in the Directory Window by clicking on a subdirectory and hitting [Change Directory] or up level by clicking the first line in that window (the path) and clicking [Change Directory].  Practice moving up and down the directory tree using the Directory Window.  Note that our security limitsn how far you can move up the directory tree.

Tutorial: Move to a directory where you can wrap some htm files if you aren’t there already.

I. The File Section

     The middle section of PageWrapper is where you actually specify parameters and wrap the html files.  Only ten files at a time will be displayed.  If you have more than that you can examine them in sets of ten using the [Next 10] and [Previous 10] buttons. These buttons only appear when needed. Files that are available to wrap will show up in the top table in this section.  If you see nothing in the table, that means there aren’t any htm files to wrap.  To the right of each file name are the parameters you can choose for wrapping each file.
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Name – this is the name of the htm file.  Click the name to bring up the page.  (Use the BACK arrow on your browser to return to PageWrapper.)

Wrapped – this is the name of the corresponding cfm file.  Click the name to bring up the wrapped version of the page.  If you see NA here, the htm file has not been wrapped yet.

Wrap NC/Full/Min – Type of header for page.  NC means no change – use this to NOT make alterations to the cfm.  Full means wrap with a full header.  Min means wrap with the smaller header.

Title Line – If you use the Full header, this is the line appearing below ‘Medical Service’ at the top of the wrapped page.

Nav Button – The button selected here will be highlighted on this page’s navigation bars. If your group is one subordinate to the SG’s office then this should be set to Orgs.

Middle Graphic – Changing this will alter the picture behind the center text.  Click the heading of this column to see a collection of the listed graphics.  If you want to set up a special graphic for your group, contact the SGSIC office.

Right Graphic – Changing this will alter the picture on the right side of the full header. Click the heading of this column to see a collection of the listed graphics.  If you want to set up a special graphic for your group, contact the SGSIC office.

Contact Info – Select the location of the footer’s contact information for this page.  If you have created a contact.txt or contact2.txt file for this directory (see the section Contact Information) then you may use those selections for the page.  If your group appears in the drop down list, you may select that instead.

Name – This field is the same as the first. 

Tutorial: Look at the file you are going to wrap by clicking its name.  Use the back arrow to return to PageWrapper.  To the right of the file name you just looked at - click the middle button of the three radio buttons in the Wrap section to give it a Full header.  Then enter some text in the Title Line box and change the field in the Nav Button column to something other than none.  Leave the Middle and Right graphics alone (set to standard settings).  Change the contact information field to SGSIC.

    Click the [Wrap HTML] button that is directly below the html file table.  Wait for PageWrapper to reload.

    If the file was successfully wrapped, you should now see the name of the file with a cfm extension in the wrapped (second) column.  Click this link to examine the wrapped version of your file.  Notice the different elements (title line, highlighted navigation button, middle graphic, right graphic, and the contact information in the footer.)

    Hit the back button on your browser to return to PageWrapper.  Change some of the parameters (including the header graphics) for this file and select the [Wrap HTML] button again.  When the page returns select the link to the wrapped file again and examine the results.  Return to PageWrapper.

J. Wrap all files alike

    Below the file list is a two line table that is used to wrap multiple files.  When you fill out the parameters in this table and select the [Wrap All Pages this way] button, all the htm files shown in the list are wrapped using your selected parameters.

K. Contact Information

    You can specify the footer’s contact information one of two ways.  The simplest way is to choose from one of the registered contacts in the ‘Contact Info’ drop down menu for the file.  At the creation time of this document, only SGSIC, SGOT, and Shelley Chase were registered.  If you need your group registered, please contact the SGSIC customer service center.  The other way of specifying contact information for the footer is to fill in the contact.txt or contact2.txt fields near the bottom of PageWrapper.  Once you hit the [Update Contact Info] button, the information in these fields will be saved to files and then available for use with any other wrapped file in this directory.  If you have subdirectories, you will need to create contact files in those too.  To have a wrapped file use a contact.txt or contact2.txt set of information, you must select those files from the ‘Contact Info’ drop down menu.

Tutorial: Scroll to the Contact Info section of PageWrapper and fill in the contact.txt fields for name, email, and phone.  Select the [Update Contact Info] and wait for the page to reload.  If your information was successfully saved, it should still appear in the fields.

    Now change the ‘Contact Info’ parameters of one of the cfm files in the file section to contact.txt and select the [Wrap HTML] button.  When PageWrapper reloads, click the wrapped file link and examine the contact information in the footer.  It should be the information you entered.

L. After Using PageWrapper

    After you wrap your files, it is important to remember that the hyperlinks in your source files must be changed too - PageWrapper does not do this.  If you want a file to show up as wrapped, you must link to the cfm file.  For example, if you just finished wrapping a directory of files including and index.htm, classes.htm and base.htm, you now have the files index.cfm, classes.cfm and base.cfm in that same directory.  You now need to look at the hyperlinks in index.htm and change any links that go to classes.htm and base.htm to go to classes.cfm and base.cfm.  If you don’t the links will go to the unwrapped file.  You will also want to notify other people who link to your pages that they will want to use the cfm extension rather than htm.

Tutorial: Look at one of the UNWRAPPED files using a link from the first column.  If you are using Netscape Navigator, once the page has been brought up, click the Browser’s FILE menu and select EDIT.  If you are using Internet Explorer, you will find a PAGE selection under EDIT menu that will bring up your default page editor.  This will vary from machine to machine.

    Once your page editor comes up, if it is Netscape Composer or a version of MS FrontPage you will need to do the same thing to change your hyperlinks.  Find a link to a page that is wrapped.  RIGHT CLICK directly on the link.  You should see LINK PROPERTIES.  Select that.  It will bring up a box where you can change the link’s extension from htm to cfm.  Remember do this for pages where you know there is a wrapped file waiting.

M. Two final cautions
Tutorial: 

1. When editing your pages with Netscape Composer or any other editor it is very important to edit the source htm files and NOT the cfm files.  The cfm files are dynamic and will reflect any change you make to your htm file will immediately be reflected when the cfm is called.  If you edit the cfm file, it will corrupt them producing unexpected and undesirable results.  If you have found that you have accidentally edited and published over a cfm file, please contact the SGSIC service center. 

2.  Remember to edit the links in your htm documents to call the cfm file instead of the htm file.  If you don’t, browsers will not see your linked pages.

    This ends the tutorial.  If you require more information or help, please contact the SGSIC service center at the email or phone number given at the end of this document.

Section III: Complete Reference Guide

N. PageWrapper User Reference Guide

   The following sections function as the reference guide to PageWrapper.

O. Navigation

The Directory Navigation Section – PageWrapper looks at all the html files in the current directory.  It has a navigation window in the upper left that allows simple navigation from directory to directory.  All you have to do is highlight the directory you want to go to and press the [Change Directory] button.  If you want to move up a directory, just highlight the path at the top of the navigation box (next to the icon that looks like an open folder) and hit [Change Directory]. NOTE: If you are not an SGSIC developer or CAR, you will not be able to go higher than your initial directory.  If you don’t seen any information in the navigation panel below the path line that means that you are in a directory that has no subdirectories in it.

Directly go to: - Below the directory pane is a drop down menu that allows direct access to all the accounts a user is validated for.  Simply select the account from the list and press the [Change Account] button.  If you do not see an account you are supposed to have access to on the list, please contact the SGSIC Service Center at ServiceCenter@usafsg.brooks.af.mil or DSN 240-4070 Phone (210) 536-4070.  SGSIC developers and CARs have access to all accounts.

Absolute vs Mapped paths – The vast majority of directories for accounts have ‘mapped’ paths.  This means that a person types in the URL like http://sg-www.satx.disa.mil/~sgsic/ and our web server automatically knows to go to the /export/web/docs/old/sg/sgsic/public_html/ directory.  As you can see, the mapped directory is MUCH shorter.  Most people probably know the location of their account’s MAPPED directory but unfortunately PageWrapper can’t use that.  It has to use the absolute (REAL) directory.  Fortunately, you should be able to navigate directly to your account’s directory with the ‘directly go to’ form.  If you aren’t sure what your account’s absolute directory path is, you need to contact the SGSIC Service Center at ServiceCenter@usafsg.brooks.af.mil or DSN 240-4070 Phone (210) 536-4070.  One more note, most account directories have a public_html subdirectory in them where their html files reside.  Be sure to look for that subdirectory if you are having a hard time finding your web material. 

P. The Files Section

Wrapping files individually – Once you have navigated to the correct directory, you will see all of your files that have an ‘htm’ or ‘html’ extension displayed in the first column of the table in this section 10 at a time.  Why only those types?  Well, only html and htm files can be wrapped with PageWrapper.  For ease, from here on out, I will refer to both types of these file types as just htm files.  Note that the files names are links to the files themselves.  Just hit the name and you will be taken to that page.  If you don’t see any files here that means there aren’t any htm files in that directory.

    The second column in the File section is reserved for the wrapped version of your htm files.  For example, once you wrap your index.htm file, you will see a file called index.cfm in the second column. If a NA is in that column that means that no wrapped version of the htm file exists yet.  Notice that the wrapped versions are hyperlinks also.  Just hit the name and it takes you to the wrapped version.

    The third column in this section lets you define the type of header you want you a page to have.  You have three options: NC, Full, or Minimum.  The Full header is the type you see most of the top level pages on the Medical Service site have.  It has a Medical Service Emblem on the left, Title information in the center with a graphic behind it, and on the right it has a US flag.  Also part of the standard Full header is the blue navigation bar.  The MINimum header just has the blue navigation bar.  It should really be limited to sub pages on an organization.  The main pages of an organization should use the full header.  The NC in this column stands for No Change.  Unwrapped htm files start with this option selected.  To make any change to it, you care going to have to toggle it to Full or Min.  (Exception: When you use the mass wrapping option, all files are wrapped alike…even if they have NC selected.)

    The fourth column is pretty straightforward.  Type something in this form field and if you have a Full header selected in column three it will appear as a title line in the header (after you publish).  It won’t allow you to have title lines that are more than 30 characters long.  In fact, you should look at your page to be sure that your title line doesn’t break into two lines when your browser is resized to a small width.  If your title line does double up, it will cause problems with the graphics.  In general, try to keep your titles down to fewer than 25characters.  If you need more, consider using a blank line in the header area and putting the title in the actual htm on your page.  

    Another use of the fourth column is to display ***CORRUPT*** if the cfm has been changed so that it isn’t wrapping the htm file.  This usually happens when someone edits the cfm instead of the htm source file.  Remember, you are never to directly edit the cfm file.  All editing must be done on the source htm file.  For more information about how to treat corrupted files, see section V below.

    The fifth column is reserved for which navigation button on your page is initially highlighted.  If you are an organization subordinate to the SG office, you should only use the ORGS selection.  Home, Docs, Search, and Help all take the user to the MAIN sections of those on the Medical Service Site so it doesn’t make sense to have those highlited on an organization’s pages.  Notice you can also select ‘none’ to have no button initially highlighted.

    The sixth column allows you to choose an alternate center graphic for a page.  As of November 16th, 1998, only the Planes with Eagle graphic, Wolf graphic and Twisgo graphic are the only ones available.  The Planes with Eagle graphic is the standard one for the Medical Service pages.  If you want a graphic to be added to the list, you need to email your request (with details about who is requesting the graphic) and a jpg or gif copy of it to: the SGSIC Service Center at ServiceCenter@usafsg.brooks.af.mil.  Selecting the column title (Middle Graphic) will take you to a page displaying all the middle graphics.

    The seventh column allows you to choose an alternate right hand graphic for a page.  Again, as of November 16th, 1998, only the Flag (standard), SGOT logo and Twisgo graphic are available.  See the instructions in the previous paragraph if you desire your own graphic to be added to the list. Selecting the column title (Right Graphic) will take you to a page displaying all the right graphics.

    The rightmost column in the File section is the point of contact information area.  If you look at the footer of any wrapped page, you notice that it has POC information.  The source of this data can come from one of two locations.  The easiest way is to send in POC information to the SGSIC Service Center at ServiceCenter@usafsg.brooks.af.mil at Brooks so it can be added to the PageWrapper.  You can also call them at DSN 240-4070 Phone (210) 536-4070.  The information we require is:

Organization Name

POC Name with rank if desired

POC Email Address

POC Phone (DSN and Comm)

Another way of having the correct contact information at the bottom of a page is to use the contact.txt or contact2.txt file.  If you set this parameter for a particular wrapped htm file, when someone requests that page, the web server will look in the same directory as the source file for a file called contact.txt (or contact2.txt).  It will use the information in that file for the POC area in the footer.  The data in these files is easily editable using the third section of the page. (Contact Information for THIS directory - below) Selecting the column title (Contact Info) will take you to a page displaying all the contact information.  Note that contact.txt and contact2.txt do not have listings on this page.  They are listed on the main PageWrapper page at the bottom.

Wrapping a whole directory at once – If a whole directory needs to be wrapped the simplest way to do it is to use the mass wrapping fields at the bottom of the Files section.  Just choose the parameters you want your htm files to have and hit the [Wrap All Pages this way] button.  Every page will be wrapped (or re-wrapped) using the selections you set.  Note this will even wrap files that have the No Change (NC) selection marked in the third column so be careful.

Q. Contact Information for this directory
    In this section you can edit the POC contact information for this directory.  When you hit the [Update Contact Info] button PageWrapper will create two files: contact.txt and contact2.txt.  The information you include in these files can be used by a particular page by selecting the contact.txt or contact2.txt parameter in the contact info column of the Files section.

R. Corrupted cfm files

    When someone edits their cfm file instead of their htm source file like they are supposed to, they end up corrupting the cfm file.  This has the effect of ‘flattening’ the page so that it no longer functions the way it is supposed to.  The ‘last modified’ date at the bottom of the contact information doesn’t work and the header doesn’t resize properly.  When PageWrapper located a possibly corrupt cfm file it highlights its row in red and puts **CORRUPT** in the title line box.  It also puts a button [Try to Fix] in the title line area.  If you press this button, PageWrapper will save the contents of the body of the cfm file to the htm file; eliminating the header and footer.  After that, they page will need to be rewrapped.  
Adding graphic or contact info to the program selections – Sometimes a group will ask to have their graphic added as a middle or right graphic selection or they will ask to be added to the contact list.  Preparing the graphics is not easy.  The middle graphic must be 400 pixels wide by 110 pixels high.  It must either have a transparent background or be the same background color as the header.  The right hand graphic is the same way except that it is only 200x110 pixels.  Once prepared, a graphic file must be placed in the /export/web/images directory.  Then to be included in the PageWrapper form you must access the http://sg-www.satx.disa.mil/pagewrapper/pagewrapper_add_info.cfm page and type in the appropriate name and location information.  Contact information is updated the same way except that the contact file must be placed in the /export/web/docs/inclusions directory. NOTE: Since adding graphics/contact info is a process with no ‘undo’ procedure, please do not attempt it without the author’s permission.
S. Known Issues – All software has its limitations, PageWrapper is no exception.  

File names – PageWrapper will not wrap htm files that begin with a number or have a ~ , -, or space in the name anywhere.  The work around for this is to take a cfm file from the same directory that has the same parameters (title, nav, graphics) that you want, make a copy of it and rename it to have the same name as the htm you want wrapped but with the cfm extension.  Note you cannot use Netscape Composer to implement this – do not even try it.  Another work around is to simply rename your original htm file to something PageWrapper can work with.  Just be sure to change the hyperlinks that refer to the page from other htm files.
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This is the file sent back to the browser when classes.cfm is requested.
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